12
). Compare that with the millions of transactions processed each day by retailers such as Amazon or Walmart, which are imported into databases containing several petabytes of data (peta = 10 15 ).
It is perhaps not surprising that the appraisal of such data sets is increasingly being used as a predictive tool to monitor consumer trends, optimize production and distribution costs, protect computer systems ("cybersecurity"), and improve many other facets of business and manufacturing.
Big data in fi elds of science as diverse as particle physics, meteorology, and genomics rely on even bigger data sets, and applications in the chemical industry are becoming more prevalent as the cost of computing power decreases. The stamps that illustrate this note represent some of the areas where Big Data analytics already play an important role in research and development. In chemistry, the question is not really a matter of if but when will its practitioners fully engage with and benefi t from the tools of Big Data. Written by Daniel Rabinovich <drabinov@uncc.edu>.
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